Around €3m awarded
to 126 Sligo accident
claimants in 2008

Report veveals more serous cases now belng deall with by the éﬂ%&ﬁ@

The legal profession won’t find
much- comfort from the latest
figures from the. Injuries
Board. Not only-are more and
more people processing their
claims through the body but
the -high value cases are also
ending up being settled there.

If there was one crumb of
comfort for the lawyers when
PIAB (Personal _ Injuries
Assessment Board), the
forerunner to the Injuries Board,
was established it was that the
more serious cases were still
going through the courts. .

Compensation totalling- €217
‘million was awarded in respect of
8,845 personal injury claimants in
2008 according to preliminary
year-end data from the Injuries
Board: .

Of this. overall figure,126
awards were made to claimants in
the Sligo area. with the total
compensation. figure for the
county amounting to
€3,004,468.85. ’ .

Since 2004, persohal injury

" claims in Ireland (excluding
medical negligence) must be
processed through the Injuries
Board rather than through ihe
Courts. . '

1t lead to'many doubts initially
amongst the legal profession
about the effectiveness of the new
scheme. However, after much
angst, the legal profession began
to play ball and the general public
also began to embrace the new
regime wholeheartedly

Promises of guick settlements
without legal costs were the main
attractions of the Injuries Board.

The significant trend from the
profile of awards made in 2008 is
that the volume of high value
claims (typically associated with
complex or serjous persenal

injuries) is increasing - in lne
with service enhancements and
increased public confidence in
the Board.” ’

This trend, according to the
Board, further reduces claims
processing costs - which has
resulted in savings of between
€200m and €250m to the economy
since mid 2004, .

Awards made by
InjuriesBoard.ie are processed
four times faster and at a 70% less
delivery cost than the Courts,

“Bvidence available to the
Board suggests that as confidence
in our non-adversarial model
‘grows, a greater number of the
more serious or complex injuries
are assessed by us,” said Patricia
Byron, Chief Executive,
InjuriesBoard.ie. :

A review of the'2008 data shows
that the amount of money
awarded on claims above €38,000
rose from a quarter of all awards

in 2007 to a third in 2008.

The number of claims in the
sub €38,000- range, which are
typically soft tissue/minor bone
injuries, rose by a modest 4% in
2008, .

In contrast, the pumber of
awards associated with more
serious cases - over €38,000 range-
rose by 47%, with the number of
awards over £€100,000 rising by
87%.. .

The average value of awards
under £38,000 rose by 8.1% while
those over €88,000 rose on average
by 4.7%. ) :

Ms. Byron said  that
InjuriesBoard.ie had continued to
Fulfil its ‘mission to deliver
personal - injuries claims fairly,
promptly and fransparently.

“We have now made over 23,500
awards since we'opened our doors

in 2004, amounting to almost
£530m in compensation. - ’

“By delivering these awards
four times faster and with a low
administration  charge, the
IpjuriesBoard.ie model has
delivered dirvect and indirect
savings of between €200m and
€250m to the economy, “Atatime
when the country is facing
enormous challenges, the need to
maintain and, if possible, expand
these savings was never greater,”
she said. :

Some- insurers, she added, had
commented recently on a surge of
persotial injury claims due to the
recession, :

“From our point of view, it is
simply too early to draw the same
conclusion. The vpace of
increase in clainis has reduced
from 10% in 2006 / 2007 to 6% in
2007 / 2008 — a trend that is more
indicative of a levelling off than
a spike in volumes. To date in
2009, we have no evidence of ah
increase in claims volumes,” she
said. .

Case studies of awards in
excess of €100,000 made in 2008:

Cast Study 1:

Andrew was fatally injured in a
road accident.- He was survived
by his wife anq two young



chiildren, InjuriesBoard.ie

refained professional actvaries
to|assist with the assessment of
¢ompensation. "The total award

fof - the bereavement and
filancial loss to the family and
other expenses amounted to over
€5p0,000. . The claim was
prbeessed in nine months and the
administration cost of handling
this claim amounted to -just

€1(584. - . .
Case Study 2:

. Maria is retired. She was
inyolved in a serious road traffic
acbident in 2006 when the vehicle
in|which she was travelling left
the road and turned over landing
on itsroof.

‘Maria snstained serious spinal
injuries and fractures fo her ribs
and skull. She spent a prolonged
period in hospital and. had
intensive . treatment including
physiotherapy . and pain
management. . ’

aria submitted her claim
ditectly. to the InjuriesBoard.e.
THe Boaid retained professional
actuaries "to assist with ' the
inflependent  asSessment of

_cofnpensation relating to future
cate. Maria was awarded a total
£9229,000.° The claim was

processed in nine months and the
administration cost of handling
flils claim amounted. to just

€8,484,123.50

€5,564,353.89

| WATERFORD

work for a year d

jnluries. Rose submitted her
cldim directly  to the
InjuriesBoard.ie, . She was
awarded a total of €125,000. The
claim was processed in nine
mdnths and the administration
cost of handling this claim
amounted to just €1,270.




