Taxing Master cuts ‘grossly
excessive’ legal bill by 82%

COLM KEENA

Puttlic Affsirs Correspangent

A TAXING Master wha granted oaly
€393,472 of a 82,143 miliion legal
bill expressed his "disgust snd bewil-
derment” at the level of costs
claimed, )

Taxing Master Charles Moran
made his comments in a recent
ruling where he granted only 18 per
cent of the amount sought, He
deseribed the costs elelmed as
“revolting in the extreme”,

He was ruling In a case lavelving
Newbridge, Co Kildare selicitors
firm, Pairick V Boland & Son, and
four barcisters including the former
gtéomey general Harry Whelehan

The other barristers tavelved were
Paul Gardiner SC, Dan Boland BL
andg Gormac MeNamara BL,

"In my 15 years as Taxing Master
ot indeed in all my years involved in
litigation, | have never encountered
such grossly excessive foes Deing
marked by learned counsel or solick
vors,” WMr Moran said,

[ taw hardly find the words strong
enough to describe my disgust and
hewllderment at the levet of these
costs being dlaimed.”

Mr Boland would not comment
when vontacted, He said the ruling s
belng appeaied and the muster was
therefore sub jodice.

The case involved an injured
party, Declen (VBrien, and the Per-
sonl Injuries Assessment Board
{(PIAB) and the fees were those
drged by the team represeating Mr
O'Brien. In 2005 the High Court
ruled that the PIAR covld not deal
directly with claimants who wanted
16 be represented by solicitors,

Mr O'Brien, of Tullamere, Co
Cffaly, Was a meat factory worker
who suffered an infury, His case was
supported by the Law Society.

The PIAB appeated the case 1o the
Supreme Court, witich rejected the
appeal in December 2008, Costs

were granted against the PIAB and
went 10 be tuxed,
The PIAB was ser up in 2004 with

a view to reducing the costs of per
sonal injuries claims, The High Court
insruction fee charged by Patrick V
Boland & Son was reduced by Mr
Moran to €86,000 from the

£925,000 claimed. The Supreme
Court tnstructon fee was reduced 1o
€46,000 from rhe 100,000
claired,

A club for postage, photocopying,
paper and oOther such costs, of
€10,000, wag reduced ro €1,000.

The brief fees of €110,000 each
sought by Mr Gardiner and Mr
Whelehnn for the High Coart
hearing were reduced to 425,000
each, .

Lawyers for Mr ©'Brien cJaimed
His right 00 be represented by & solic-
itor was breached by PIAB's actions
in seeking to deal divectly with him
rather than through his asthorised
solicitor, Denis Boland, principal of
Patrick V Boland, Figures released in
2008 showed that Puitick V Boland
had received fees of €16 million by
then from its work representing cli-
ents in Army deafriess claims.
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