Majority of injury claims from women in middle age
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MIDDLE-aged women received
the Ton's share of the €33m
swarded in public Hebility
clatms tast year, new figures
reveal,

And geven out of W0 of the
supcessful claims went 1o
women, sccording to the
Injarvies Board,

And those aged between 35
and 64 got 62.7p¢ of the 1443
public Hability awards made in
2008

This Is a reversal of dats for
workplace secidents where
Temales ascount for just over &
quarter {26pc) of awards,

The average award was for
€23,143, up marginally from
awards of €22,865 made In 2007
and 2008,

The most common socidents
were siips, trips and falls,
sgeounting for B5pe of cases,
followed by 9pe of claimants
irfured after being struck by
fatling or flying otjects.

Actidents casded by foad pol-
soning and adverse reactions
were the least common,
accounting for just mpe of
awanrds made.

Sprains, fractures and bruis-
ing were the moest comon (ype
of injuries suffered,

This was Tollowed by cuts
and superficial injuries,

Inguries sustained as e result
of huens and erushing were the
least common, accounting for

jnst 2pe of eases, Just over half
of all accidents (Sipc) took place
at privately ovwned establish-
ments such as shopping cen-
tres, pubs, nightclubs and
TRSIAurants.

Admost & guarter of all dlaims
{247¢) stemuned from accidents
taking place at public places
which were owned by loeal
autharitles.

More than a guarter of all
awards (28pc) were for between
€20,000 and €38,000 and just
over 14pe of awards were for
between €38,000 and €100,000,

However, the majority of
awsrds {57pc) were for less than
€80,000, according to the
Injuries Board.

The highest percentage of
awards were given to paople

Tiving In Dublis, followed by
the rest of Leinster, Munster,
Coraracht and Uster,

The figures are in keoping
with those in previous years
sinee the board was establisted
in 2004, an Injuries Board
spokesman said.

Patricia Byron, chief execu-
tive of the Injutles Bosrd, said:
“Fhese reviews provide a signif-
jernt stght tnto the conses of
gosidents and sectory or loea-
tions which pose the greatest
risk.

“The findings are especially
valuzble to health and safety
professionals in thelr risk
assessments and will enable
seares resoutees to be focused
o the most eritical aveas,” she
added.



