Fallin

STEVEN CARROLL
HIGHER LEVELS of vnemploy-
ment saw the number of work-

fereanal infury e’(laaims falt

according to B X
“The contraction of the construe
don and mufactoring sectors,

previously responsible for about

50 per cent of tlaims, drove

reduction, & Board chief

exacutive & ot sal
fiminary figure

show that about 4,000 daims for
worlerelnted injurles were Jodaed,
a 6.5 per cent reduction on the
figure for 2008

However, the overall number of
personal {ifuEy SIS Increased
by about B percent 10 25,919,

Some 8,645 awards amGunting
1o €200 million were tmade 1w
claimants, with motor and public
fiabilicy claimy rising by 7.5 per
cent a6 per cent respectively,

“The volume of new motor and
prbite fiabifity claims submdited to
s has picked up i the fast quarter
of 2009, but there is fitile evidencs
yer of o sustained swrge in
personyd iRy laiEs arising
from the recession, as some had
forecast” Mo Byron sald.

Nearly three-quarters of awards
£72 per cemt) were for ijuries
caused by road traffic accidents.

The rentainder was split
between workplace (1 per cent)
and public space {37 per cent) acek-
dents,

fespite sn increase in the
number of claims, the total paid
ot fell by some €17 miffion,

The average award of €23,163
1 2009 was 6 per cent lower than
i 2008, but 5 per cent greawe
than the 2007 average. The lowest
and highest awards last year were
€,000 and £493.902.

“Bach year, we handle an
entirely new set of clalms 50 vatia-
tions in the average award will
wecor,” Ms Byron said,

“In the year ahead, we would
anticipate the average award may

Full as we deant with fower work-
place aceidents, whith tend to
aurset the higher awards,"

Mz Hyron said the adverse
weather had not et resulied in a
surge in claims.

A5 o whether they're all due
the neglipence or malfenseree of
another party, like someone
throwing a buckes of water ousside
their gate, is hard to say.”



