Dramatic cut in legal costs as objection is lifted

PAUL CULLEN

A TAXING Master’s decision w
cut the fegal bill in a case by 82 per
cent has been confirmed after the
sobicitors trvotved in the case withe
drew their objection.

In June, Tazing Master Charles
Moran reduced the fees charged in
g judicial veview case from
€2.343 million 1o only €353,472
after expressing his "disgust and
bewilderment” at the level of cosys
elaimed. Be deseribed them as
“revolting inthe extreme”,

Mr Movan was raling tn a case
involviog Newbridpe, Co Kildare
solicitors’ firm Patrick V Boland &
Son, and four barrigters, intiuding
former attorney genersl Hamy
Whetehan SC.

A cost accpuntant scting for
Denis Botand, of Patrick V Bolaod,
then lodged an objection to the
Taxing Master's raling. However,
this was withdrawn on the last day
of the legal tern) at the end of jast
month. ;

Fhis means Patrick ¥ Boland &
Som's High Court instruction fee is
veduced to  £B6000  from
€975,000.

"The fem's fstruetion foe in the
Supreme Court is reduced from
€75000 o €20,000,

A& cleim of €10,000 for postage,
photocopying, paper and other
such costs iy reduced vo €000

The ruling also cut the High
Covier hrief fees of barvisters Paul
Cardiner SC and Mr Whelehan o
€25,000 esch rom €110,000

each.
Dan Boland BL had his brief fee

elxim of €75000 reduced t©
£15,670, and Cormac McNamara
BL had his brief fee claim of
€75,000 reduced tn zero.

Mr Gardiner's brief fee for the
Supreme Court was reduced to
£30,000 from €100,000, while
W MeNamnara's was reduced to
£20,000 from €75,000 claimed,

The case involved an injured
party, Dectan (°Brien, and the Per
sonal Injuries Assessment Board
{Piab), and the fees were those
charged by the yeam representing
My O Brien.

In 2005 the High Court ruled
that the Pigh could aot deal
divectly with claimants who
wanted to be represented by solici-
tOrs.

Mr O’Brien, of Tullamore, Co
Offaly, was o meat factory worker

who guifered an injury.

His case was supported by b
Law Soctety.

Pinh spposted the case to the
Supreme Court, which rejected
the appeal io December Z00R.
Gosts were pranted apaings the
Piab and went to be taxed,

ROLE DEFENDED

FIRM SAYS IT ACTED PROFESSIONALLY

PATRICK  Boland & Son last sight
rejected any oontention that it had
acted unethicslly or without
integrity In the matter,

The firm, based in Newbrldgs,
Co Kildare, safd {t did not sgree
with the Taxing Master's decision,
st had withdeaer 1ts objection
becauss the publicity was
distracting 1t from other business.

“Patrick ¥ Botand and Son ook
this deciston reluctantly. It acted in
goad faith throughout this process,
and submitted its bill of costs
through normal channets to an
established taxing process,” the
statement said,

"Dhe to the level of commentary
which prevailed from the
pretiminary findings, we felt the
inkerests of gur clients were best
served by fotusing on our work

rather than on 8 distracting sppesl
process.” The frrrosaid it acted
responsibly ard professionally at
alt times In & case of nationat
importance, whick had seoured the
rights of cltizens to legal
represertation before the courtsin
their dealings with the Plab.

The case had taken almost five
years and was successiut st the
High Court arad the Suprere Court
The firm had prepared over 23,000
files and papers for the case.,

"The firm does not agree with
the findings of the Taxng Master,
yet believed that the leve! of public
somnertary sirrounding the
publication of his preliminary
fineings was sufficent o be
digtracting to our responsibilities as
2 sriafl local firm of serving our
elients to the best of our ability.”

& Piab spukesman last night wel-
comed the withdrawal of all oljec-
tions 1o the Taxing Master’s deci-
RO

Ashed about Plab'y costs in the
caze, he sxid these amoumwed 1o
£558,000 - £314,000 for soliek
tors Arthur Cox and €274,000 fov
a teaom of basristers.

The spokesman said Pab's costs
wore not cornparable with those of
the plaintiff becavse the board
required legal sdvice on foot of the
High Court judgment on how 10
deal with clients and to deal with
the argumesnts made by the Law
Sociery.

The case was henrd over two
darys in the High Court and one
day in the Sapreme Covrt,

In his decision, Mr Moran com-
mented: "In iy 15 vears as Taxdng
Yaster or indeed in all my years
inealved in Htdgation, T have niever
encountered such grossly exces-
sive fees belng marked by lewrned
counsel or sollciters.

“I can hardly find the words
strong enough to describe my dis-
gust and bewilderment at the Jevel
of these costs being clatmed.”

Figures released in 2008
showed that Patrick V Boland &
Son had received fees of €16 mil
Tion by then for work reprostnting
clients in Army deafness claims.



