Increase attributed to backlog of legacy cases
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THE NUMBER of high-cost
awards for very serjous injury or
death made by the Injuries Board
increased by almost 90 per cent
1ast year, with the total compensa-
tion reaching a record €217 mil-
lion, according to its end of year

review,

The Injusies Board, formerly
the Personal Injuries Assessmient
Board (Piab), awarded the €217
million to 8,825 claimants, up
from €181 miflion awarded to
8,208 claimants in 2007, The
number of awards in excess of

£100,000, in cases of gerious long---

term injuries, disabilities gid
death, rose by 87 per cent from
2007, the board said.

There was 4lso a significant
increase - of 47 per cent - in the
number of awards of more than
€38,000, associated with complex
or serious injuries, -

"The board was set up in 2004 85
part of the Government's reform
programme {0 tackle the high
costs, especially jegal, associated
with personal injury claims, All
personal injuries claims, except
psychological damage,
negligence and Garda compensa-
tion, must be brought before the
board, but the respordent can

medieal,

chose to have the case heard in the
courts, ° .
Claimants, bowever, only have
recourse to the courts after the
board Has made a derermination if
they are unhappy with the decision
or Jevel of award.

The Hoard's chief executive,
Patricia Byron, sald more people
were coming to the realisation the

awards given by the bosrd were bull

the same as those given by tourts,
but that the non-adversarial route
avoided large :
lengtty delays, “Evidence- avail-
able to the board suggests that, as

confidence in our nopFadversarial

model grows, a greater number of
the more sérious or complex
injuries are assessed by us.”

The -increase in claims and
award amounts was also die to'the
final processing of clalnis which
were tn the court system before
Plab was established. “There
hase't been a higher number of
accidents or a higher number of
claims, but there were prandfather
cages, those 3
before we came into being, and
they had to be finished off through
the old system. They'se. largely
gonenow.”

Recent suggestions by insur-
ance companies that the recession
was bringifig an increase in per-

legal costs and.

Jbecause

which were there

sonal injury claims were not borne

out be the board's figures, Ms
Byron said, “In January ang Feb-
ruary this year, there was no
incrédse in - claims. Insurance
prices aren't our remit, but if there
is n case being made for insurance

premiums going b cup I'dlike to
see the facts belindit”
The fly-investigation process

t inito thie hourd's system meant
{raudulent claims were quickly
uncovered and weeded out, she
saiil, “T dor’t see any surgein frand-
uleit or exaggerated ¢ itms, Our
stags just don't show it

Perdonal injnries claimg were
mote. likély to detrense than
incresse during a vecession, she
added. “With the numbers
employed going down, there are
going to be fewer workplace acci-
dents and-fewer road actidents
fewer people will be
driving to work. The decrgase in
populntion growth will-also result
in fewer accidents, I don't see
where :c,he drivers for costs going

up are,

“Phe board has made 23,500
awardg since 2004, totalling almost
£330 million. It estimates it has
generated savings of op 10 €250
Tillion by being four times faster
than couris i processing cases and
removing high legal costs.
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