reland’s expensive medical
I negligence claims and legal
costs could drop signifi-
cantly if broughrundera com-
pensation process similar wthe
one opetated by the Injuries
Boardie, according wits CEQ.
InjuriesBoard ie is a statutory
body which provides inde-
pendent assessment of pesson-
al injary compensation claims
for work, motor and public lia-
bility injuries.
“Claims for medical negli-

gence, ot sorne of the occupa-
tional schemes specific for

compensatons for assauls or
injuries incurred during work
might benefit from a non-

adversarial modd such as ours.

“If you can get the partics ©
put that fliabilitg] t©0 one side,
there is a Iot of value to the
patient rather than a lengthy
and very cosdy adversarial
process. If the pronty was ©
assess the extent of the injury
and 1o make a fair assessment
of the compensation payable, it
would ald the recovery of
patients and get them back to
their life,” Ms Pamicia Byron

cormnmented. i
The partes could split the

cost and then serde the ques-
don of liability lates, she said.

Ms Byton added that drag-
ging patents through a lengthy
litigation process could actually
delay their recovery.

Lepal costs and damages in rela- ‘

don to medical negligence clains
are much higher in Irddand than in
mostother countries and are rising,
according t© the Modical Pro-
tecton Socety (MPS).

The company said 600 out
of the 10,000 cases it handled
worldwide in 2007, were from
Ireland and cost it several mi)-
lion euros.

Despite refusing 95 lrish-
based consultants indemnity
cover to date, the Medical
Defence Union (MDU) con-
tinues to assist with some cases
in Ircand, making indemnity
and legal pavments of almost
€10 million, some 30 per cent
of its total payments, in 2007,

The State Claims Agency
(SCA), which has a stawsory
bricf thtough the Clinical
Indemnity Scheme (CIS)

clinical claims and asso-
ncgtc ﬂslmr%g aﬁ Hrggl andqfaszg

ticipating health enterprises and
doctors, is currently managing
1,675 clinical claims (39 per cent
of jts total claims) with a con-
tingent liability of €500 million
(82 per cent of the estimated
cost of all claims).

Clintical claims take on aver-
age three to five years o resolve
and those claims received at the
inception of the CIS in 2002
are only now mawing, the
SCA said.



