B By CATHERINE HALLORAN

THIS month is the most
dangerous of the year on
jrish roads and Friday is
the most hazardous day
of the week for drivers, it
has emerged.

The findings come after more
than 10,000 motor accident
claims from 2006 and 2007
were studied by
Injuriesboard.ie.

The awards made for those
two years — which totalled
€200m — reveal that more
motor accidents occurred in

October than in -any other

month of the year.
They accounted for more than
one-in-10 motor claims,

Lichility

In contrast, February and
June — with less than seven

per cent of accidents — wer
the safest months to be on the

An analysis of the daily dat

indicates that Friday reeords :

the highest volume of metor

accidents at 16 per cent while -

Tuesday appears te be the
safest day on our reads with
just 13 per cent of crashes.

A study of the motor liability
awards “per head of popula-
tion” in 2007 revealed that
Louth had the highest level of
awards.

The county accounted for 4.5
per cent of total awards,

despite  representing  just
2.6 per cent of Ireland’s
population.

In contrast, Kilkenny had the

lowest level of motor liabilit:
awards when compared wit
the national average, account-
ing for 1.09 per cent of all
awards in 2007,

“These results provide a valu~

able insight into motor acci-
dent trends in Ireland and
specifically into the most dan-
gerous days and months on our
roads,” said Injuriesbéard.ie
chief executive Patricia Byron.
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